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(57)Abstract 

PURPOSE: To detect, in a wafer conveyance apparatus, 
whether a wafer is housed in a wafer cassette or not ^ , v „ v ^ 

and to smoothly carry out, by using the wafer 
conveyance apparatus, a wafer housed in the wafer 
cassette in a tilted manner. 

CONSTITUTION: The following are installed in a wafer 
conveyance apparatus: a first arm 24 on which a light- 
emitting element 28 has been installed; a second arm 26 
on which a photodetector 30 has been installed; and a 
wafer detection mechanism 22 composed of a judgment 
circuit. The arms 24, 26 are inserted respectively into a 
wafer cassette 40 in such a way that they are situated 
at the lower part on the outside of wafers 60. While light 
from the light-emitting element 28 is being detected by 
using the photodetector 30, the arms 24, 26 are raised. 
Thereby, it is judged whether the semiconductor wafers 
60 are housed in individual stages in the wafer cassette 
40 or not and whether the individual housed 
semiconductor wafers 60 are housed correctly in the 
horizontal direction or not. 
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